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A proud graduate
TROY — One graduate of the Rensselaer

County Family Treatment Court realized the
ultimate reward for successfully ending years
of substance abuse — regaining the right to
custody of her children. 

This graduate was awarded a diploma after
maintaining sobriety for at least one year, sat-
isfying the permanency orders of the court, and
demonstrating the ability to create a safe, sub-
stance-free, stable home for her children. The
ceremony was held Oct. 6 at the Rensselaer
County Family Court.

Family Treatment Court targets parents over
the age of 18 who have been charged with
child neglect due to substance abuse. 

Family Treatment Court is premised on swift
referrals to treatment, frequent and consistent
monitoring of the parent's recovery by the
court, and assigned individual case managers.

The court's goals are to eliminate substance-
abusing behavior, shorten the affected child's
foster care stay and reunify the family, if appro-
priate. 

When family reunification is not in the
child's best interest, alternative plans to ensure
permanency for the child are pursued prompt-
ly.

The identity of graduates is held confidential.

If you have "good news" that you would like
to share with your fellow readers, please send
it to On The Bright Side, c/o The Record, 501
Broadway, Troy 12180 email to
newsroom@troyrecord.com fax to 270-1202.

”Where’s he been?”
E.J. McMahon of the Empire Center for New York State Policy

regarding Gov. David Paterson’s desire to cut $500 million in state
spending that was announced Tuesday. 

The Associated Press
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Photo submitted  — The Record
Rensselaer County Executive Kathy Jimino (right)
presents a check to Uncle Sam Parade Committee
members John Rustin (center) and Jim Gordon to
help support the parade.  
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